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himself sternly denounced them to the Chartered Company, and
telegraphed a direct repudiation to President Kruger. These
steps he took while the result was still in the balance,, and in
defiance of the company's attempt (by publishing a faked letter
alleging that women and children had been in danger at Johan-
nesburg) to make the raiders popular heroes. Stronger prima
facie proof, that he neither foreknew nor favoured nor condoned
that particular crime, he could scarcely have given.
Rhodes's guilt was obvious, and he resigned the Cape premier-
ship. But the day after Jameson's surrender produced a new
complication—the celebrated 'Kruger telegram'. The German
emperor cabled to the Transvaal president (3 January 1896): CI
sincerely congratulate you that, without appealing for the help
of friendly Powers, you with your people, by your own energy
against the armed hordes which as disturbers of the peace broke
into your country, have succeeded in re-establishing peace and
maintaining the independence of your country against attacks
from without,'1 Though sometimes afterwards ascribed to a
random impulse of the Kaiser, this message, implying Germany's
right and intention to interfere in the Transvaal contrary to the
1884 Convention, was in fact a most deliberate act of state.2 It
is now known that it emanated from a conference held by
William II, at which the chancellor, foreign minister, and three
others were present. Nor did it stand alone; orders were sent to
ship colonial troops from German East Africa to Dclagoa Bay,
whence with a naval detachment from three German cruisers
already lying off Louren$o Marques they were to go by rail to
Pretoria. Had they done so, war could scarcely have been
avoided; but the Portuguese stood firm and refused transit.
Down to this telegram the wider English public, nettled by
fourteen years of persistent French opposition in every quarter
of the globe, had assumed that Germany under Queen Victoria's
grandson was Great Britain's friend. The disillusionment was
keen, and an explosion of anger shook the nation. The govern-
ment promptly manned and sent to sea a 'flying squadron' cap-
able of crushing any other navy afloat, as navies then were.
German statesmen felt they had gone too far* They veered to
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